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CHAPTER IV.

KULINISM AND  POLYGAMY.

As a rule the Hindus are not polygamists. Under
special circumstances it is permissible for them to take
a second wife whilst the first is still living. Where
seven years after marriage no son is born, the Law
Books authorize a man to marry again, because a son is
necessary to perform the funeral rites of his father and
remoter ancestors. In these cases the new bride comes
to her husband's home, and though the superseded wife
remains the nominal head of the household, the presence
of a second and favoured wife, especially when she has
a son in her arms, renders the position of the older
woman most painful. One has only to read of the
domestic life of Jacob to see what inevitably follows
where a younger and more fortunate wife resides in the
house with the older and despised one. Sometimes, it is
true, the older woman receives the younger with kind-
ness ; but if the home life as depicted by native writers
be correct, generally there is jealousy and misery. Many
of the well-to-do men keep concubines, but these have a
separate establishment; it is, however, not uncommon
for the children of the 4egal and illegal unions to meet
together, fully aware of their common fatherhood. But
though concubinage is not peculiar to India, in the